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Meet Sweet Pea, a 
senior pup lending 
her Peaceful Paws 
to senior people in 
need of  comfort and 
cuddles. – Pages 4-6
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends,

Every day, the Santa Cruz SPCA saves cats and dogs. Every day, we impact people in our 
community. And every day, I find it impressive how we accomplish this critical work.

In this issue of Companion, you will learn about Sweet Pea — a little, old Chihuahua with a very 
special gift. A gift so special that a new program was designed with her as our leading lady, and 
her supporting star as volunteer, Mary Bahr. Both have a lot of love to share, and they each give 
so much to those in need of companionship through the Peaceful Paws program.

Sweet Pea lost her home and her human, but found an amazing life with new purpose: spreading 
love, cheer, and comfort to those who need it most. Sweet Pea was adopted by the SCSPCA 
(really, she’s all ours!), but lives full time with her “Auntie Mary.” Now, they are an unstoppable 
team — brightening days and creating special moments.

Animals impact our lives and our community. They love unconditionally, offer comfort, give purpose, 
and provide love. Peaceful Paws is successful because of a committed volunteer like Mary, a 

unique dog like Sweet Pea, and the therapeutic impact that animals have on all of us.

Please enjoy learning about Peaceful Paws and the many ways we engage with and through animals. Our work has many elements, 
many impacts, and many wonderful outcomes. It’s because of you that it’s all possible — and that this story continues into the future.

Thank you for all you do for the animals!

Robert T. Armbrust
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Happy Tails
sweetHOME HOME
In early June of 2010, I decided to stop by the Santa Cruz SPCA to say a quick 
“hello” to all the animals. I wasn’t intending to adopt any pets, but I wanted 
to give them all some love and attention. I went into the enclosed yard area 
where a group of friendly little dogs surrounded me, demanding my attention. I 
sat down on the bench, and this small, 2-year-old poodle mix named “Jean Paul” 
jumped right up on my lap and put his head down on my thigh. His eyes spoke 
to me, and we developed an immediate bond. He has been with me through 
student teaching and graduate school, six years of full-time teaching, and has 
moved with me to four different cities over the time I have had him! He is a 
ball of energy with a major toy obsession, and he continues to be the best 
companion I could ask for – for nearly seven years!  Thank you, Santa Cruz SPCA! 
      — Kelly S. 

Benson (PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS “JEAN PAUL”)

Cheese was the runt of the litter and looked like a little alien, all covered in 
poop when he arrived at the shelter last April. For me, it was love at first sight! 
He was part of a litter of kittens who had no mom and needed to be bottle 
fed. I quickly volunteered to foster the orphaned family, and once he was ready, I 
adopted my little Cheese. How could I not — he was a special guy who started 
out so sick but pulled through like a champ! He joined Biggie Smalls, another 
orange and white long-haired kitty that I adopted from the SPCA two years prior, 
and they are truly brothers. Where one goes, the other follows and sometimes 
we can’t even tell them apart. We often refer to them as one, “The Snigs.” 
      — Tina F. 

Cheese and Biggie Smalls (PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS “TOPAZ”)

Lucky, or sometimes “Tiny Dog,” 
has been such a great addition 
to our family! WE are the Lucky 
ones and couldn’t have asked 
for a better fit. Thanks so much 
for the work you do SCSPCA! 
 —  The Brightmans 

Lucky (PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS 

We adopted our little girl, 
Melody (we kept the name 
she was given!) last June. 
She is an absolute love bug 
and warms our hearts every 
day! Melody has become 
very comfortable in her new 
home and seems to show 
more spunk every day. In fact, 

she seems to age backwards, like Benjamin Button. She has a big 
brother, Hendrix, and they get along great! They also look impeccably 
similar - Melody is Hendrix’s little stubby-legged mini-me! It’s too 
cute! She loves to play with her toys, go on hikes, eat, go for car rides, 
give kisses and snuggle with her family. Snuggling is without a doubt 
her favorite thing. Thanks for taking good care of Melody during her 
transition and for allowing such a wonderful dog to come into our lives! 
    —  Wendy W. and Paul P.

Melody
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Little Dog, Big Heart

SCSPCA’s new Peaceful Paws Program 
brings doggy love to the laps of seniors.
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She enters the assisted living facility and 
immediately knows who needs the most care. For 
some, she will provide a daily dose of laughter, 
and for others, simply a warm and comforting 
presence. She goes from room to room and intuits 
the best approach to meet each resident’s needs. 
Often a visit from her becomes the highlight of 
a resident’s entire day. She’s not a nurse or an 
aide…she isn’t even a human! No, this four-legged 
health care professional (ok, so “professional” 
may be a stretch) is none other than the Santa 
Cruz SPCA’s official Peaceful Paws Comfort 
Canine, who goes by the perfectly-fitting moniker 
of Sweet Pea.  

A senior herself, this 11-year-old Chihuahua mix 
has a real gift for capturing the hearts and soothing 
the spirits of folks in assisted living facilities, 
hospitals, hospice centers, and senior communities. 
Most of the recipients of Sweet Pea’s doses of 
love and affection are bed- or wheelchair-bound 
due to various injuries or illnesses, and Sweet Pea 
will eagerly curl up under the covers or snuggle 
into a set of welcoming arms for long stretches of 

cuddle time, and of course, some kisses too. She’s 
an immediate mood changer, causing everyone 
whose path she crosses, to light up, grin, and glow 
with the special brand of joy that only our animal 
friends can provide. 

Sweet Pea came to the SCSPCA when her person 
became homeless and was forced to enter a 
shelter herself. The situation was heartbreaking, 
but little miss Pea soon found herself a new 
“auntie” in longtime SCSPCA volunteer, Mary 
Bahr. Mary began bringing Sweet Pea along on 
visits to various friends in assisted living facilities 
and discovered this special gift – by accident! 
They now maintain a busy schedule together, filled 
with weekly trips to facilities such as Pacific Coast 
Manor, Maple House II, and other scheduled visits 
to various facilities, centers, and events. They also 
frequently accompany luncheon participants as 
they travel to and from social outings with the 
nonprofit organization, Cindy’s Celebrations. 

   More on page 6...
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A lifelong animal lover, Mary began volunteering with the SCSPCA 
eight years ago in order to spend more time with her furry friends — 
most particularly with senior animals — for whom she has always had 
a particular affinity. 

Volunteering regularly has led to quality relationships with other 
fellow animal advocates — she goes on bi-weekly group volunteer 
treks to the beach and park with a gaggle of dogs in tow — and has 
given her the opportunity to develop close bonds with many animals, 
even leading to fostering and adoption in some (okay, many) cases. 

She currently shares her home with three adopted pups as well as 
her foster girl Sweet Pea. While her heart currently belongs to these 
four fur-babies, she has had other meaningful connections with past 
SCSPCA residents, namely Nina, a senior pup who enjoyed the comforts of Mary’s foster home before going 
on to meet her forever family — and Lucy, a senior for whom Mary raised money to pay for a dental 
cleaning. Mary also opens her kind heart to humans, giving much of her generous time to various local senior 
communities and care facilities, as well as providing home care part-time to seniors in need. Aside from her 
doggy companions, her favorite partners-in-fun are her children and five grandchildren, and she most enjoys 
spending her free time with them, as well as lunching with friends, and traveling to a small town in Mexico.

A major heartfelt “muchas gracias” goes out to Mary for all her continued support of the animals, and the time, 
effort, and creativity that has helped formulate the Peaceful Paws program. From everyone at the SCSPCA, 
we are all so grateful, Mary, for all that you do! 

Volunteer Spotlight MARY BAHR

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING 
MORE ABOUT SCHEDULING A 

PEACEFUL PAWS VISIT TO YOUR 
HOME OR CARE FACILITY, PLEASE 

CONTACT US AT (831) 465-5000 OR 
EMAIL MANDI@SPCASC.ORG. 

This little love-bug has been officially adopted 
by the SCSPCA but lives full-time with “Auntie” 
Mary, who is herself an experienced volunteer 
through various senior services. Sweet Pea and 
Mary are quite a match, as they both have the 
warm hearts and sunny demeanors that would 
bring a smile to anyone’s face. One might call 
them two (sweet) peas in a pod. 

Little Dog, Big Heart continued...
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Kind KIDS
SYLVIE NIVELLE, a fourth grader at Brook Knoll Elementary, was tasked 
with doing a service project for school and she immediately thought of 
helping animals at the SCSPCA. When staff mentioned that the animals 
might enjoy something soft and snuggly or something to play with, Sylvie 
got right to work crafting five fleece blankets, ten dog toys, and a cat toy! 
We are grateful to have caring community members like Sylvie who share 
in our mission to make each animal’s stay as peaceful and comfortable as 
possible. Thank you for sharing your kindness with the animals of the Santa 
Cruz SPCA!

We love it when the young students in our community lead the way on 
caring for our four-legged friends, and JADEN SLOAN of Monarch school 
is one of those compassionate students. For his 4th-grade project, he was 
asked to help out a community organization, and the first thing that came 
to mind was the Santa Cruz SPCA. He collected money, toys, and supplies 
from his classmates and neighbors, AND he baked peanut butter cookies 
for the shelter dogs, which they sampled while he was here! Thank you so 
much to Jaden, his teachers at Monarch for getting the students involved 
in the community, and for compassionate students throughout Santa Cruz 
County who give of their time to help care for our shelter animals!

Not only did 13-year-old SEAN GINSBURG and his family give one of 
our shelter dogs a fabulous new home, but Sean recently donated 20% of 
his Tierra Pacifica School Market earnings to the SCSPCA! His hand-made 
survivalist bracelets and other carefully crafted tools sold like hot-cakes 
and what started as a friendly competition with a few classmates as to who 
could raise the most turned into a $56 donation to our shelter. Sean was the 
victor, and so were the animals! We are so thankful for the entrepreneurial 
youth who continue to lead the way to kindness toward animals. We are so 
glad to have the Ginsburg family in our SCSPCA community!

Fifth graders, DAISY MUELLER and LUCINDA STEINER, decided to turn 
their passion for animals into loving action. They came up with the idea to 
set up a bake sale in their neighborhood to benefit the animals of the Santa 
Cruz SPCA – and then made it happen! After raising an impressive $105, 
the girls used it to buy harnesses, pill pockets and other pet supplies for 
the shelter. We are so very thankful to our young community members who 
make the decision to embrace the spirit of this giving.
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Thank you recent partners! 

Our friends from The Jury Room stopped in to 
present us with the proceeds from a benefit music 
show! The homemade envelope revealed $1,160!!! 
While they were here, a few of the pups thanked 
them — up close and personal — and everyone 
posed for a photo-op with our shelter manager. 
Thank you Jury Room — we love our community 
so much!

15-SCZCA-0517-N

Guess who got their name on the “bring your 
own bag” box at Aptos Natural Foods? WE 
DID! WOOHOO! We are among the names of 
three equally amazing non-profits who’ll benefit 
from this generous program. Don’t forget to 
bring your bags and put your ticket in our box! 

DON’T FORGET!
Good eats and lots of treats! Get 
your sunny-day shopping done at 
Deluxe Foods of Aptos — one of 
our long-time community partners! 
They’ll have everything you need for 
beach snacks, park picnics, and backyard BBQ’s — 
from staples to hard-to-find gourmet specialties. If 
you mention the Santa Cruz SPCA at checkout, 5% of 
your sale will be donated to help the animals!


