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www. sp ca s c . o rg FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends,

All of us here at the Santa Cruz SPCA hope your 
summer is off to a great start! The animals love 
the weather (basking in the sun!), and the shelter 
is buzzing with activity. We’ve sure got a lot to 
be excited about – and we think you’ll be excited 
about it, too!

Saving animals, and ensuring their positive 
future, is at the heart of everything we do, and 
we continue to take steps to ensure that this goal 
will be achieved – efficiently and effectively. It’s 
important that we explore the real cause-and-
effect when it comes to animals who’ve been abandoned, abused, neglected, or 
placed in precarious situations. While we address what happens on a daily basis, 
we need to take action on the why.  

We believe, as do other experts in animal welfare across the nation, that humane 
education is a powerful tool to respond to the why. Exposing children and youth to 
positive animal experiences, and teaching them how to be the animal advocates 
of tomorrow, creates a new generation of humane caretakers – focused on positive 
change for animals and people. These children will transform our world into a 
more humane place.

Humane education, easily incorporated into any classroom or out-of-school setting, 
helps children develop into more proactive, critical-thinking individuals. As I write, 
our kid’s summer camp is in full swing and will reach more than 160 children in 
1st through 8th grade. During the school year, our humane educator will visit 
30+ area schools to present key topics and information about animal welfare 
–  ranging from Animal Care 101 and Pet Safety, to Animal Issues and Animal 
Careers. Ultimately, we reach approximately 5,000 youth every year through our 
humane education programming!

In this newsletter, you’ll learn more about our recently launched Rescue Readers 
Program where students increase their reading fluency alongside shelter pets. As 
well, we’ve recently started our P.A.W.S (Promoting Animal Welfare with Students) 
Junior Volunteer program and Community Service Saturdays. Kids under 16 years 
of age can now spend time helping out in the shelter! 

Initial successes around these exciting new programs, as well as continued success 
with our established programs, are positive indicators as we continue to reach 
children and youth – the next generation of animal protectors and caretakers.

There is much more to come, and you can expect to see us out in the community 
providing resources and support for spay/neuter, animal care, and veterinary 
care – all of which is good for animals, people, and our community overall.

Thank you for your support of our critical work – especially our humane education 
programming! You are ensuring that we continue our critical mission: to provide 
safe harbor for animals in need and promote an active humane community through 
adoption, advocacy, and education.

Happy Summer!

Robert T. Armbrust
Executive Director
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Happy Tails
sweetHOME HOME

Cosmo, formerly known as Cornelius, 
was adopted from SCSPCA in late 
2013. He has a wonderful, pampered 
and full life! Cosmo now works as a 
therapy dog, comforting those in need. 
He works with a variety of people, 
including veterans, children, homeless, 
and victims of tragic circumstances (as 
well as their families). His most recent 
work was in Orlando, FL where he 
visited and comforted the families of 
the Pulse nightclub shooting. This boy 
has an amazing gift and I’m so grateful 
he chose me to help him use it. He’s 
now a bicoastal dog! Florida in winters 
and Santa Cruz in the summer. He’s 
now a bicoastal dog! Florida in the 
winter and Santa Cruz in the summer. 
Cosmo is well known for his hair-do’s 
and has nearly 1,800 followers on 
Facebook.

This is Mona Lisa in all her 
beauty! It’s been almost a year 
since she joined our family 
and we love her so much. 
She does things in her own 
unique way and loves playing 
with her big kitty sister. She 
has also been using the litter 
box exclusively for over six 
months now, a great triumph 
for her. We thank you for 
allowing her to be ours!

Mona Lisa

Some things were just 
meant to be! Dakota is 
loving life, one adventure 
at a time! It’s amazing to 
witness how confident she 
has become this past year 
with herself and others. 
She enjoys going to work 
with mom every day, taking 
afternoon beach strolls, and 
of course partaking in our 
evening snuggles. Dakota 
has become such a great 
companion, family member, 
and is our treasured furry 
child. We’re so lucky!

Dakota 
DAKOTA AT THE GRAND CANYON!

Buddy has been a never ending 
source of joy and love in my life. He 
loves to sample any food he can 
get his hands on and loves playing 
in water whenever he can; getting 
completely doused. He enjoys 
spending his alone time watching 
the wildlife outside our windows 
and loves leashed tours of the 
balcony garden while I tend to it. 

Buddy (FORMERLY KNOWN AS “ALFALFA”)

Cosmo (FORMERLY KNOWN AS “CORNELIUS”)
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KID’S CAMP RE-CAP  
Ahh, summertime.  Don’t you just love the sunshine, the sandy 
beaches, and the humane education?  Well, maybe not 
everyone’s summer season involved the latter, but for the 
enthusiastic participants of the Santa Cruz SPCA’S 2016 
Kids’ Camp, their summer adventures included learning 
about, spending time with, and advocating for the animals!  

The eight-week camp welcomed 152 budding animal 
enthusiasts between the ages of 5 and 13 and allowed 
them to score some hands-on time with creative crafts, 
practical projects, and, of course, adorable animals!  Ok, 
so “adorable” may be a subjective term – the kids enjoyed 
meeting and learning not only about rabbits from Rabbit 
Haven, guinea pigs and hamsters from Northstar Animal 
Rescue, but also reptiles and insects from Creepy Critters 
Rescue!  Some of these visiting presenters were popular 
returns from past summer camps, and some, such as Mickaboo 
Bird Rescue, were welcome new additions to the SCSPCA’s 
Humane Education partnerships.  Speakers from each of 
these awesome animal-rescue partner organizations spoke 
to the campers about their furry, feathered, or scaly friends, 
fielding questions about the animals’ habits and habitats, as 
well as how to properly care for these special companions.  

In addition to appreciating the animal visitors, campers 
also had the opportunity to practice clicker-based positive 
reinforcement dog training, decipher dog and cat food 
labels in order to determine healthy nutrition choices for 
their animals at home, and learn to read subtle behavioral 
cues that cats and dogs communicate in order to let humans 
and other animals know how they are feeling.  The campers 
also directly contributed to the shelter animals’ journeys 
toward adoption, helping to compose bios for the animals’ 
online profiles, making toys and blankets for the animals to 
enjoy at the shelter, and even walking dogs in public and 
talking them up to interested passersby.  All in all, we’d say 
this year’s fabulous summer camp was a win-win!  

If you have a kid in your life who might enjoy attending 
next year’s SCSPCA Kid’s Camp or if you’d like to learn 
more about our youth volunteer programs, check out our 
website www.spcasc.org. 
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Oliver is an 8-year-old Rat Terrier/Greyhound Mix who has dealt with an auto-immune disease for nearly 
all of his life. His mom, Sheila, often chooses to live without certain things so that she can afford the numerous 
medications required to keep him happy and healthy. However, when recently faced with an impossible 
medical cost, she was able to turn to Blackie’s Fund for help.

Blackie’s Fund is an SCSPCA program designed to make funds for veterinary care available to senior 
citizens who would otherwise have to give up their companion animal or be unable to provide medical care. 

We met Oliver this June at our Blackie’s Fund Wellness Wednesday 
event, a day of free veterinary care for cats and dogs owned by local 
seniors. Our mobile vet partner, Dr. Hannah Good, found that the lifetime 
of medications had completely eroded most of Oliver’s teeth, causing 
infection and pain. He would need a costly dental cleaning with multiple 
extractions and a hefty course of antibiotics. With the help of Blackie’s 
Fund, Oliver received his heavy-duty dental and had 13 badly infected 
teeth pulled. Now that the pain is gone and the infection is cleared, he is 
one happy camper--back playing with his ball and smiling like a goof! 

If you would like to partner with us, and to help pets like Oliver 
receive the medical care they so desperately need, consider making 
a donation in “honor of” Blackie’s Fund! To learn more about this 
vital fund, give us a call! (831) 465-5000.

– A Summer of love and learning! 

BLACKIE’S FUND: A helping hand toward healthy pets

Two happy Blackie’s Fund recipients, the furry one just has a few 
less teeth-- 13 less teeth to be exact!)
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Unchained PARTNERSHIP
This summer, the Santa Cruz SPCA was thrilled to 
embark on a new partnership with UnChained, a 
nonprofit organization that matches shelter dogs 
with area youth for multi-session after-school 
training programs. The kids learn how to instruct 
their four-legged friends through classes in training 
basics, and as the course continues, the trust between 
child and dog grows and deepens. Both parties 
involved learn the benefits of patience and positive 
communication, and the kids observe firsthand how 
their efforts and dedication can lead to happy 
results in the life of an animal.

For our inaugural summer session together, the 
participants from the Santa Cruz SPCA were 
Loula and Obi, a spunky sister-brother duo with 
lots of personality but not many manners.  These 
rambunctious 1-year-old Corgi mixes had clearly 
never been taught even the basics, and had trouble 
focusing on anything aside from which other dogs to 
chase and wrestle in our yard.  During the program, 
they each lived in a wonderful foster home and 
were transported to “school” twice a week. 
“School” came in the form of Youth Now, a student 
center in Watsonville that provides no-cost tutoring 
and academic support, as well as a safe social 
environment for middle and high school students.

The students learned positive reinforcement training 
techniques and, with the use of clickers and treats, 
were able to teach both dogs how to sit, stay, lay-
down, come, and navigate their way through agility 
props such as tubes and jumps.  By the end of the 
program, both pups had passed their evaluations 
with flying colors and graduated the program 
alongside their student teachers. Immediately after 
graduation, both Loula and Obi were successfully 
placed into loving homes who were able to 
appreciate and benefit all the work that was done! 

We plan to continue this partnership with 
Unchained! If you are interested in becoming a 
foster for a pup in “school” or wish to learn more 
about the program, contact Mandi@spcasc.org.
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After adopting two cats from two different rescue agencies in 
2013, Sherman Amsel felt drawn to the rescue movement and set 
out to find an organization with which to volunteer. It was a little 
over two years ago that the Santa Cruz SPCA became the lucky 
recipient of Sherman’s partnership! “Volunteering with the Santa 
Cruz SPCA has been among the most rewarding things I have ever 
done,” says Sherman. Every Monday morning, Sherman makes it 
his personal mission to ensure that each cat has a clean cage, 
fresh new bedding, fresh food and water, fresh litter, and plenty 
of cat toys. While playing with the kitties is always fun, he focuses 
on the practical, non-glamorous tasks that are so essential for 
their well-being as they transition into the shelter before finding 
their permanent home.  Not only does Sherman provide hands-on 
help, he also keeps a watchful eye on our Amazon Wishlist and 
regularly purchases necessary items such as cat food, cat litter, kitty hide-outs, flea treatment, and even 
rubber gloves! While the animals are his main priority, Sherman takes care of our staff by way of tasty 
homemade breads, cakes, brownies, pastries, cookies, and cupcakes (certain to arrive on Mondays along 
with Sherman!)  As well as being a terrific baker, Sherman enjoys hiking, desert camping, music, and 
hanging with his own kitties! A huge thanks to Sherman for everything he does for the animals and staff 
of the SCSPCA. You are a treasured member of the team! 

Volunteer Spotlight SHERMAN AMSEL

Jamaican Me Wanna Adopt!
A partnership between The Jerk House and the Santa Cruz SPCA 
equaled a special day for the animals, as well as the taste buds of 
our community! On Tuesday, July 26th, we encouraged folks to come 
and enjoy traditional and fusion Jamaican cuisine made with fresh, 
organic, and locally sourced ingredients. While patrons relaxed on 
the Jerk House’s dog-friendly patio or flip-flop friendly dining room, 
10% of the day’s sales went to the animals! What did we do with the 
partnership proceeds? We stocked up on these adopt-kerchiefs and 
nifty “Adopt Me” leash flags that you see on Henry, our adoptable 
model. These duds come in handy at events, during foster periods 
(especially for our Adoption Ambassadors!) and on day-time outings 
to the park or beach!

You wouldn’t pass this guy on the street without thinking about 
adopting him right? Even if you had reached your pet limit, it would 
still cross your mind, yes? The power of “Adopt Me” gear is real. 
Thank you Jerk House!
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Thank You!

Pet Food Express is one of our absolutely amazing, 
generous, awesome, fabulous, caring, kind, wonderful, 
and truly animal-loving partners! We seriously can’t 
say enough good things about them – especially after 
they donated a giant pallet of high quality cat food 
that will feed our shelter cats and those whose cats 
need feedin’ (through our Pet Food Bank) for months 
and months to come! 

RECENT PARTNER APPRECIATION

15-SCZCA-1116-N

For the second year in a row, we partnered with 
Anthropologie in Los Gatos for their Sit.Stay.Love adoption 
event. SCSPCA Volunteers spent the day at their gorgeous 
store with adoptable dogs in-hand and although the 
clothing was eye-catching, the dogs stole the show! 

DON’T FORGET!
As you plan your meals for holiday 
festivities, consider doing your 
grocery shopping at Deluxe Foods 
of Aptos — one of our long-time community partners! 
They’ll have everything you need – from basic staples 
to hard-to-find gourmet specialties. If you mention the 
Santa Cruz SPCA at checkout, 5% of your sale will be 
donated to help the animals!


