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When Ryder was surrendered, his love 
meter was running on empty. This big, 
playful pup needed a lot of training 
and attention! Without that guidance, 
his jumping all over people and 
chewing up shoes was making this very 
good boy, seem like a naughty one. 
Sound familiar? It’s a story we often 
hear. When faced with big life 
changes — like a pet parent going 
back to the office after working 
from home (ahem, pandemic) — 
unfavorable habits creep into a pup’s 
repertoire. Though these naughty 
behaviors can be destructive and 
distressing, there is help! 
For Ryder, that help was in the form 
of your generous support and some 
extra training from our behavior 
team. From the bottom of our hearts, 
thank you!

At the Santa Cruz SPCA, we know 
there are no bad dogs, just ones that 
need a little more love!
For tips and suggestions to help 
a pet who is displaying signs of 
loneliness or boredom, see Petra’s 
Pet Pointers on page 3.

What a Difference 
Some Love Makes! 

We provide safe harbor for animals in need and promote an active humane community through adoption, advocacy, and education.



WITH GRATITUDE, FROM ALI

I can’t believe it’s already fall! 
For the SCSPCA, this year has 
flown by like no other. We 
started 2021 surrounded 
by boxes, getting all of our 
four and two-legged friends 
settled into our new animal 

shelter, and learning all new routines (and yes, here you 
see some of our feline friends were gleefully “helping” 
with the boxes).

This past summer, when we (briefly) shed our masks, our 
team began planning a Grand Opening Celebration. We 
were so looking forward to sharing our appreciation with 
the supporters and friends who made this new shelter 
possible; but with the pandemic droning on, we decided it 
was best to postpone these festivities for a safer, later date.  
Despite the ongoing hardships we collectively face, as we 
enter the season of gratitude and giving, the SCSPCA HAS 
SO MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR! 

In this issue of the Companion, you’ll read about how 
we’ve been taking constant advantage of what our 
new facility allows us to do for the animals. You’ll hear 
how fur-babies like Ryder and Opal received above-and-
beyond behavioral and medical care and because of it, 

are living happily ever after with their new families. You’ll 
get great tips from our behavior specialist, and you’ll hear 
about just one of our many programs that are focused on 
keeping pets with the people who love them.

Most of all I hope you FEEL our gratitude for YOU, our 
supporters. The incredible work that is done for animals in 
need at the SCSPCA belongs to ALL OF US. In the simplest 
terms, your generosity saves lives! We’re so grateful you 
are a part of our Santa Cruz SPCA family – thank you for 
making a difference for our animals!

 
 
 
 
 

p.s. If you’re looking fur 
a feel-good moment this 
holiday season, we’re 
offering private tours of 
our new shelter. Just email 
foreverhome@spcasc.org  
or call 831- 465-5000 x19 
to schedule a visit.

Dear Friends of the Santa Cruz SPCA,

Woofs and meows,

Alison “Ali” Talley 
Executive Director

Ali & Bolton

Around the Shelter

Melvin enjoys some fresh air  
on the Catio.

Honeybee taking a meeting in the office.

Blossom loves a daily dip in the 
play yard pool.

Beware of kittens swarming in 
our group room. Bianca just can’t get enough 

playtime in our yards.



Major changes in scheduling 
can throw our four-legged 
friends for a loop and turn 
even the most well-trained 
pup into a rowdy maniac! 
As folks face the reality of 
returning to the office, the 
thought of leaving their best 
fur friend at home alone all 
day can be unsettling.

Our Behavior Specialist, Petra, has shared her top tips 
for keeping your pawsome friend feeling safe, secure 
and loved while they are home alone.

Tip #1 — Easy Does It 
Like people, dogs and cats are adaptable, but they 
need time to get used to new circumstances. Start 
introducing alone time in small, bite size bits. Leave 
your animal for an hour or two here and there, slowly 
increasing the time you are gone. Then, when it’s time 
for you to be away for a full 8-hour workday, it is not a 
shock to their daily routine. 

Tip #2 — Trick or treat? 
When leaving your pet alone, try giving them a treat! 
Then when you return home, give them another one — but 
do this without a lot of fuss or fanfare. Your animal will 
start associating you leaving with yummy treats, instead 
of just simply being alone. Your “no big deal” attitude will 
show your pet that comings and goings are not something 
to be loathed or loved, just part of regular life. 
Also, instead of feeding your companion in a bowl, try 
leaving out a couple of puzzles packed with kibble 
for your pooch or kitty to work on in your absence. 
Sprinkling these chew-suitable toys around your home 
will ensure that your pet’s natural foraging and hunting 
instincts keep them busy throughout the day.

Tip #3 — Exercise the demons! 
Whether you have two legs or four, exercise is the best 
way to keep your body, mind, and spirit in tiptop shape!  
Kitties may enjoy playing an interactive game of stalk the 
feather toy, and dogs of all sizes love an evening walk, 
just be sure to bring a flashlight as the days get shorter!

Tip #4 — Create a Safe Space 
Some dogs and cats feel a deep sense of security when 
they are in a smaller space rather than having an entire 
empty house to wander about. If your furry friend seems 
to struggle with being home alone, consider training 
them to stay in their crate during the day. If your pooch 
isn’t crazy about being in a crate, try blocking off one 
room or a section or the house with baby gates. Most 
kitties love high-up spots where they can perch and 
watch or hidey beds where they can curl up.

Tip #5 — Get 
Help Before 
Pulling Your 
Hair Out 
We know that 
whether or not they 
come from a shelter, 
our four-legged 
friends can sometimes 
behave in a way that 
drives us crazy! That’s 
why we offer our 
Ask the Dog Trainer service — currently available by 
phone — to help you through your pet’s less desirable 
behaviors. We offer this service to keep pets with the 
people who love them! Have a specific question? Visit  
www.spcasc.org/ask-the-dog-trainer for help! 

Petra’s Pet Pointers

Celebrate the special animals and people in your life! Make a gift on 
behalf of your loved one for any life-cycle event: Birthday, Graduation, 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah, Anniversary, In Memory of or In Honor of, or any 
other milestone.
We’ll send them a special acknowledgement of your lifesaving gift. You’ll 
take comfort in knowing your generosity will make a direct impact on the 
needy animals who come through our doors. 
Just visit spcasc.org/donate.  

TRIBUTE GIFTS



 

15-SCZCA-1121-N

Opal Sparkles Again
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Being diagnosed with an upper respiratory virus is a serious bummer, 
especially in this day and age! When Opal, a soft little calico kitten 
started showing signs of the potentially fatal and highly contagious 
feline Calicivirus, our staff and volunteers jumped into action. 
Opal’s symptoms started off minor but quickly turned into something 
much more serious. Our little Opal had lost her sparkle. As she spiked 
a high fever, her tiny body shook uncontrollably, and she refused 
to eat a single morsel. Opal spent the night at the emergency clinic 
and ended up receiving veterinary treatment for more than a month. 
Thankfully, Opal was able to recuperate in our new shelter’s Isolation 
and Recovery area, so no other animals were exposed to her illness.
Today, Opal is healthy, strong, and living with her new 
family — and it is all thanks to supporters like you who turn a 
love for animals into action! Your generosity made it possible for 
Opal to obtain the veterinary attention she needed to kick that virus, 
and it allows us to care for animals with extraordinary needs and 
then find them loving homes. 
Thank you for showing your love for the animals by supporting the 
Santa Cruz SPCA.

When you follow us and “share” our animals with 
friends, you’re helping find a homeless animal their 
new fur-ever family. You also stay up to date on all 
the latest news from the Santa Cruz SPCA! 
Check us out and SHARE!

When you become a monthly donor, you ensure we 
have the resources to give all our animals the shelter, 
enrichment, and medical care they need while 
searching for a new home. Contact us at 
465-5000 x19 to sign up for monthly giving.

FOLLOW US & SHARE 
THE WORD!

BECOME A LIFE SAVER 
BY GIVING MONTHLY!


