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A Guide to Donating Stock & Securities 
Support the animals in a tax-smart way 

Thank you for considering a gift of stock to the Santa Cruz SPCA. Donating appreciated 
securities — such as shares of companies like Apple, Cisco, or Microsoft — is one of the most 
powerful and tax-efficient ways to help homeless and at-risk animals in our community. As a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit that receives no government funding, we depend entirely on the generosity 
of friends like you. 

Why Give Stock? 
When you donate stock you have held for more than one year, you may enjoy two key tax 
advantages compared with selling the shares yourself and donating the cash: 

• Avoid capital gains tax. You generally pay no capital gains tax on the appreciation, so 
more of your gift goes directly to the animals. 

• Deduct the full fair market value. If you itemize, you may claim a charitable deduction for 
the full fair market value of the shares on the date of the gift, subject to IRS limits. 

• Give more for less. The combined benefit often lets you make a larger gift at a lower out-
of-pocket cost. 

How to Make Your Gift 
The fastest and most secure method is an electronic transfer (DTC) directly from your 
brokerage account to ours. Simply give your broker the instructions below. 

Step 1 — Instruct Your Broker to Transfer the Shares 
Ask your broker to make a DTC transfer of your chosen shares to the Santa Cruz SPCA 
brokerage account using the following details: 

Receiving Firm Pershing LLC 

DTC Number 0443 

Account Name Santa Cruz SPCA 

Account Number HFP002768 

Tax ID (EIN) 94-6171565 

 

Step 2 — Let Us Know Your Gift Is Coming 
This step is important. Electronic stock transfers often arrive without the donor’s name attached, 
which means we may not know whom to thank or where to send your tax receipt. Please notify 
us in advance — or ask your broker to — with the following information: 

• Your full name, mailing address, email, and phone number 
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• The name of the stock and the number of shares being transferred 
• The approximate value of the gift and the expected transfer date 
• Any special designation or purpose you would like the gift to support 

Alternative — Gifting Paper Stock Certificates 
If you hold physical stock certificates, please do not sign or endorse them first, and contact us 
before mailing anything so we can guide you through the secure transfer process. 

How Your Gift Is Valued 
For tax purposes, the date of your gift is generally the date the shares arrive in the Santa Cruz 
SPCA account, and the value is typically the average of the high and low trading prices of the 
stock on that date. We will send you a written acknowledgment confirming the shares received 
and the date of receipt. The SPCA does not assign a dollar value to the gift on your receipt — 
valuation is determined according to IRS rules. 

Questions? We’re Here to Help 
Our team is happy to walk you or your advisor through every step. Please reach out: 

Contact Jamie Lyons, Development and Communications Director 

Phone (831) 465-5000 

Email jamie@spcasc.org 

Mail P.O. Box 3800, Santa Cruz, CA 95063 

Visit 2601 Chanticleer Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95065 

The Santa Cruz SPCA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (Tax ID 94-6171565). This guide is provided for general informational 
purposes only and is not intended as legal, tax, or financial advice. Please consult your own professional advisor regarding your 
specific situation. 


